
Course Number:   EDPSY 399    CASE STUDY RESEARCH METHODS
Methods of intensive study of     individual     programs, curricula, schools, and persons.

This course is a naturalistic study methods course with emphasis on the case study within education and social
service.   Topics include:  field study, ethnographic observation, issues structuring, program evaluation,
epistemology, validation, naturalistic generalization.  It is a fieldwork course more than a theory course.  One major
aim is to discover how ordinary common-sense inquiry needs to be modified and disciplined to provide good
qualitative case studies.  Reading assignments are to be adapted by the students to suit one's own learning themes
and pace.  Differences between qualitative and quantitative case studies are examined.  Program evaluation gets a
mention  but students need not work at furthering their understanding and skills in program evaluation.  Evaluation
of student performance in this work is based on the sophistication shown in producing  a substantial case study,
completing the projects, and participating in class discussion, with acquaintance with the Topics (such as mentioned
above) critical. Of all who have registered for this course in over ten years, about 60% have received a grade of A.
The drop rate has been about 20%.  A final examination will be held unless students have had ample opportunity
earlier to demonstrate their achievement.  Credit:  1 unit.  Students may register for 1/2 unit now and do the
remaining 1/2 unit of field work (Project F) by independent study later.
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